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The Portsmouth Herald 

welcomes suggestions or 

complaints about errors that 

warrant correction. Please 

e-mail corrections to news@

seacoastonline.com. You can 

also call Executive Editor 

Howard Altschiller at (603) 

570-2202 or Digital News 

Editor Glenn Sabalewski at 

(603) 570-2244.

C O R R E C T I O N S

How do you make your favor-

ite drinks from local bars? 

Read the Weekly Pour at 

Seacoastonline.com/topics/

weekly-pour to learn local 

bartenders' secrets.

O N LY  O N L I N E

Susie Burke and David 

Surette are musicians, sing-

ers and songwriters, favorites 

of the Seacoast scene and 

beyond. They are also hus-

band and wife, and have been 

making music together for 

30 years. Learn how they'll 

celebrate this anniversary in 

this week's edition of EDGE 

Magazine, inside Thursday's 

Portsmouth Herald. 

C O M I N G  I N  P R I N T

Pick 3 / Pick 4

Tri-State Daily

Day: 462 / 5297

Evening: 940 / 8469

 

Mass Daily

Day: 5883

Evening: 4630

L O T T E R I E S

9:41 p.m.: Unable to locate 

a loose dog reportedly 

running around Woodbury 

Avenue.

11:20 a.m.: Report taken 

about a hit-and-run crash on 

Middle Street.

5:26 p.m.: Responded 

to Cottage Street for a 

call about a juvenile who 

overdosed on Zanax. That 

teen was transported to 

the hospital and two others 

were taken into protective 

custody.

6:54 p.m.: Resident said 

she forgot to lock her front 

door and when she got home 

she heard footsteps upstairs. 

Police did a walk-through 

and found nothing out of the 

ordinary.

7:14 p.m.: After investigat-

ing a report about someone 

violating a no-contact order, 

arrested Timothy Bridgeman, 

31, of 2 Anne Ave., Apt. 2, on 

charges alleging stalking and 

breach of bail conditions.

7:56 p.m.: Investigated a 

report that a man tried to get 

a 16-year-old girl to leave her 

work and go with him.

8:12 p.m.: Summonsed 

Jason Case, 25, of 46 Logging 

Road, Cape Neddick, Maine, 

for marijuana possession.

8:23 p.m.: Caller said 

a raccoon was injured in 

Woodbury Avenue and there 

"were a bunch of other rac-

coons there that were trying 

to help." Police found no 

raccoons in the area.

8:57 p.m.: Investigated 

a call about a hit-and-run 

crash.

9:04 p.m.: Transported a 

man to the county jail.

10:24 p.m.: Notifi ed proba-

tion offi cers about a man 

police encountered in a 

Gosling Road parking lot.

10:50 p.m.: Assisted at a 

Lafayette Road gas station 

where a man was getting 

sick by the pumps.
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By Hadley Barndollar
hbarndollar@seacoastonline.com

BRENTWOOD — The trial of an 
Epping woman accused of child 
abuse has been continued to March, 
as a witness for the prosecution is 
unavailable due to a medical issue.

Jury selection for the trial of Jami 
Castine, 28, of 97A Jenness Road, 
was scheduled for Monday, with 
opening statements expected after 
lunchtime. However, Rockingham 
County Attorney Patricia Conway 
said she requested a continuance as 
a material witness was unavailable.

"The state moved to continue 
because it is important for the 
state to present all of the relevant 
evidence to the jury in order to meet 
the state’s burden of proof beyond 
a reasonable doubt," Conway said.

Castine faces 17 charges, 
including five first-degree assault 
charges, for the crimes that 
allegedly occurred in March and 
April 2016. Police allege Castine 
assaulted an 18-month-old child 
on numerous occasions while she 
was caring for him at her home, and 
selling drugs while children were 
present in her home.

According to police affidavits, the 
investigation began April 8, 2016, 
when police, along with EMTs, 

were dispatched 
to the Castine 
home to investi-
gate a report of a 
3-year-old child 
seizing and becom-
ing unconscious.

Police found the 
child was actually 18 months old, 
and on the ambulance ride saw he 
had bruising on both sides of his 
forehead and swelling above his 
ear, according to the affidavit. At 
Exeter Hospital, a brain abnormal-
ity was discovered and the child 
was eventually brought to Boston 
Children’s Hospital because of the 
severity of his injuries. Doctors at 
Boston Children’s found the child 
had bleeding on both sides of the 
brain, as well as two partially-
detached retinas. According to 
police, the child is expected to have 
permanent vision impairment.

Doctors told police the child’s 
injuries were likely caused by 
abuse, comparing the force of the 
injuries to falling out of a second-
floor window onto concrete or 
being involved in a car crash while 
driving more than 80 mph.

Castine also faces a recent 
indictment of witness tampering, 
alleging she tampered with a wit-
ness in the abuse case.

A final pre-trial hearing is 
scheduled for March 8, with jury 
selection now beginning March 19 
in Rockingham Superior Court.

Epping child abuse 
trial postponed

By Elizabeth Dinan
edinan@seacoastonline.com

PORTSMOUTH — Rye resi-
dent Oneta Bobbett is asking 
a federal judge to reject argu-
ments made by the city and 
two police detectives seeking 
dismissal of a lawsuit she filed 
against them.

In her 4-count civil suit, 
Bobbett claims she reported 
a credit card dispute to 
Portsmouth police, which led 
to her own arrest for charges 
that were dismissed in August 
2015 and annulled in March 
2016. During the course of her 
pending criminal case, Bobbett 
claims, she “was engaged in a 
contentious divorce” from 
her husband who had “close 
personal ties” to Portsmouth 
police officers, including 
going to a strip club with one 
of them. During divorce pro-
ceedings, she alleges, private 
information from her police-
seized phone was “funneled 
to” her husband to be used 
against her during the divorce.

The city and detectives 
this month filed a motion 
seeking dismissal of three of 
four counts in the civil suit. 
In an objection filed with 
the U.S. District Court of 
New Hampshire on Monday, 
Bobbett's lawyer Benjamin 
King outlines his arguments 
against the city's motions to 
dismiss.

The city and detectives 
argue Bobbett’s allegation 
that she was subject to mali-
cious prosecution should be 
dismissed because, “The law 
does not, and should not, allow 
recovery in tort by all persons 
accused of crimes and not 
convicted.” To succeed on her 
claim, the city argues, Bobbett 
would have to prove she was 
arrested without probable 
cause and with malice.”

K i n g ' s  n e w  o b j e c t i o n 

contends Bobbett was pros-
ecuted without probable 
cause. He also disputes the 
city's claim that an indict-
ment "defeats" a civil claim for 
malicious prosecution, noting 
Bobbett was not indicted for 
two criminal charges.

The city earlier this month 
also asked the court to dis-
miss Bobbett’s count alleging 
"intrusion on seclusion," argu-
ing she would have to prove an 
invasion of something secret 
or private “beyond the limits 
of decency.” Bobbett alleges 
a text from someone she had 
dated was made known to her 
estranged husband during 
divorce proceedings.

“Such conduct cannot be 
said to be offensive to persons 
of ordinary sensibilities,” the 
city and officers argue.

In Monday's objection, 
Bobbett's lawyer argues, 
"Allegations that the police 
invaded a citizen's phone to 
read her private text mes-
sages exemplify the tort 
intrusion upon seclusion, with 
the wrong being all the more 
offensive given that the police 
are the wrongdoers."

Portsmouth and the detec-
tives have also asked a judge to 
dismiss a count alleging "public 
disclosure of private facts." 
They argue that requires pub-
licity to the public and contend 
the only person Bobbett claims 
obtained private information 
was her estranged husband.

Bobbett's lawyer counters 
in his objection that, "police 
extracted private information 
from (Bobbett's) phone and 
conveyed that information to 
her adversary in her divorce 
proceeding for use in such 
proceeding."

A judge has not yet ruled on 
the arguments.

Named as defendants in 
Bobbett's civil suit are the city 
of Portsmouth, former police 
detective Michael Leclair 
and current police detective 
Kristyn Bernier.

Bobbett makes counter arguments 
in suit against Portsmouth

By Elizabeth Dinan
edinan@seacoastonline.com

NEWINGTON  — Gunmaker 
Sig Sauer was honored with 
the Granite State Warrior 
Award and presented letters 
from Democratic Sens. Jeanne 
Shaheen and Maggie Hassan 
during a weekend ceremony, 
announced the N.H. Chapter for 
the Military Officers Association 
of America, which presented the 
award.

“We are honored to receive 
such a prestigious award,” Sig 
Sauer Executive Vice President 
Tom Taylor said in a published 
statement. “Sig Sauer is proud to 
have its headquarters and manu-
facturing facilities in the Granite 
State, where we are relentless in 
support of our nation’s military, 
law enforcement officers and 
law-abiding citizens.”

The award was presented 
during a  reception at  the 
Portsmouth Country Club in 
Greenland by the MOAA, which 
describes itself as nonprofit, 
nonpartisan and "the nation’s 
largest and most influential asso-
ciation of military officers."

Hassan's office provided the 
Portsmouth Herald with a copy 
of her letter to Sig Sauer congrat-
ulating the Pease International 
Tradeport business for the award 
and thanking Sig "for everything 
you have done for your com-
munity and our state.""New 
Hampshire has a proud history 
of military service that dates 
back more than 375 years, and 

the continued devotion and sac-
rifice of our service members and 
veterans has helped maintain our 
military as the strongest fight-
ing force, and the strongest force 
for good, in the world," Hassan 
wrote. "The contract between 
your company and the United 
States military represents a sig-
nificant commitment and will 
have long-lasting economic and 
security benefits. Businesses 
like Sig Sauer are driving our 
economy forward, developing 
cutting-edge products that help 
defend our country and keep our 
servicemen and women safe."

Hassan closed her letter 
saying she looks "forward to 
continue working together to 
build a stronger and safer New 
Hampshire where all of our 
people and businesses can con-
tinue to grow and thrive."

Shaheen's letter also con-
gratulates Sig Sauer and notes 
the award is a "testament to your 
efforts to provide the equipment 
that keeps our men and women 
in uniform safe from harm."

"Our servicemen and women 
make great sacrifices in order to 
preserve our freedoms, and their 
service reflects their remarkable 
humility and patriotism," she 
wrote. "Their model citizenship 
mirrors the selfless devotion of 
generations of Americans who 
came before them and shaped 
this country into the symbol 
of hope and promise it remains 
today. As fellow citizens, it 
is important that we meet 
their commitment to country 
with unwavering support and 
appreciation. Sig Sauer sup-
ports our military by ensuring 

it has state-of-the-art tools 
that protect our troops from 
an ever-changing set of chal-
lenges abroad. "According to 
the MOAA-NH, the award was 
established in 2011, "to recog-
nize outstanding contributions 
of a New Hampshire-based 
organization that "enhances 
the war fighting capabilities of 
US military forces through the 
development and introduc-
tion of weapon systems and/or 
subsystems that have led to the 
strengthening of our national 
security, or improves the health, 
morale, welfare, and recognition 
of U.S. military personnel and 
their direct families through the 
creation and delivery of unique 
services either in the US or where 
are military forces are deployed. 
Such services are specifically 
designed to improve the quality 

of life of our military forces and 
their families."

A prior recipient of the award 
was gunmaker Wilcox Industries, 
also of Newington, for its tacti-
cal gear to improve survivability 
of troops in extreme combat 
conditions. 

Another prior recipient was 
the Pease Greeters for its volun-
teer efforts welcoming troops 
that pass through Portsmouth 
International Airport, as well as 
the statewide Veterans Count 
organization for assisting vet-
erans and their families in need.

A year ago Sig Sauer was 
awarded a $580 million U.S. 
Army contract to provide Sig’s 
Model P320 handguns for the 
Army. 

The contract calls for the deliv-
ery of both full size and compact 
P320s, over a period of 10 years.

Sig Sauer receives Granite State Warrior Award

Sig Sauer, renowned fi rearms manufacturing facility, has headquarters 

at 72 Pease Boulevard at the Pease International Tradeport in Newington. 

[RICH BEAUCHESNE/SEACOASTONLINE]

Sens. Hassan and 
Shaheen honor gunmaker

City, police detectives 
seek dismissal of case

18-month-old child 
allegedly was severely 
beaten

Castine

Jan. 16

6:41 p.m.: Arrested Allen S. 

Bigbee, 64, of Tatnic Road, Wells, 

on a charge alleging operating 

under the infl uence – one prior.

6:48 p.m.: Arrested Kristaps 

Imants Millers, 28, of Colonial 

Village, Somersworth, New 

Hampshire, on a charge alleging 

violation of protective order.

Jan. 17

11:57 a.m.: Summonsed Joseph 

T. Scontras, 19, of Seabury Road, 

York, on a charge of sale and use 

of drug paraphernalia.

Jan. 18

9:57 a.m.: A vehicle backed into 

a CMP pole at York Street and Bell 

Buoy Lane, causing damage to the 

pole. CMP notifi ed.

Jan. 19

2:20 p.m.: Summonsed David K. 

Hayes, 33, of Bluff View, Round 

Rock, Texas, for alleged failure to 

control dog.
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